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 I love imagining that palm and cloak and donkey parade in 

Jerusalem that day. What a contrast to the typical Roman parade of 

soldiers and fine horses and flags and swords! Jesus made clear who 

he was, and who he was not here. And certainly, his followers 

supported him.  

 Remember, however, that they were in the minority. They 

heard him say things like (read from cross) and they cheered. Others 

in both political and religious leadership did not. So the cheering and 

parading did not last long at all. Most of Jesus’ time in Jerusalem was 

spent challenging the powers, religious and political. Like casting the 

corrupt money changers from the Temple grounds.  

And doing that gets you in trouble every time, sooner or later. 

Then and now. 

 Let me say a word about those religious powers. Every year as 

clergy approach the passion readings on Palm Sunday, Maundy 

Thursday and Good Friday, we come smack up against scriptures 



that have been used so cruelly by Christians over the millennia. You 

see, after the Roman Emperor Constantine converted in the year 

313, Christians stopped being the persecuted minority and became 

the powerful. Sadly, too many times throughout history, Christians 

used that power to hurt people just as the Roman and Jewish 

religious and political powers had hurt Jesus. The history of Christian 

persecution of Jews is horrific and often centered on these passages 

from scripture. The gospel writers, especially John, use the word 

“Jews” to stand for the religious leadership of Jerusalem. Certainly, 

they were Jewish, but just as certainly they did not stand for all Jews. 

Sadly, Christians in power have used these texts to blame all Jews for 

Jesus’ death. To say this is wrong is a gross understatement. I can 

only imagine Jesus weeps whenever it happens.  

 So in the readings following, I have changed “Jews” to the 

words “religious leaders” in several cases to clarify who we are 

talking about here.  

 As we remember why Jesus died, we also need to remember 

that in some of his last teachings, he called his disciples, who were 

Jewish, to love one another as he had loved them, and he called 



everyone to love their neighbors as themselves. If we can’t do that, 

then indeed Jesus died in vain.  

 But we can do that. We must do that. As we remember, let us 

recommit ourselves to all of this (point at cross). 


